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Cumberland Council is pleased to announce further funding support for the local economy. 

Funded by the UK government through the UK Shared Prosperity Fund (UKSPF) and the Rural 
England Prosperity Fund (REPF). Details of how to apply can be found at 
www.cumberland.gov.uk/UKSPF   

The funding has meant that Cumberland Council is able to extend their successful shop front 
grants programme which sees improvements to commercial properties within town and city centres 
across Cumberland. 

An additional £105,000 is being made available for 2025-26. 

This will be the third year Cumberland Council has made capital funding available for this type of 
grant which brings pride back into our town centres and high streets. So far, more than 100 
premises have been upgraded, and 11 vacant units have been brought back into use. 

Previous grant recipients have transformed their commercial premises, such as 16 King Street, 
Whitehaven and 121 Senhouse Street, Maryport. 

Leader of Cumberland Council, Cllr Mark Fryer, said: 

“The previous grants have proved to be a great success, and we urge businesses to apply for the 
funding. 

“If you have a commercial high street or town centre property which would benefit from a new look 
and meets the call criteria, please do get in touch. More information on the fund, guidance notes 
and how to submit applications is available on our website.” 

https://tracking.vuelio.co.uk/tracking/click?d=1nZrbC50-JyFaZYXdYA9kbuFpan-6ijdD0NKfsa41I7SpaGZkHpC9FyPiMANOGkb4xefu_665oIhDglpCaE8eirU66Tx1aW20u10IGR0x_V5HXy-8dBCvG21oaG2q-zgwCivloXuyDAqQc34a1izJ6g1


The grants are available for projects that demonstrate alignment and deliverability against the 
criteria. 

Cumberland Council is also working with the Cumbria Business Growth Hub and Enterprising 
Cumbria to offer grants and business support across Cumberland. 

With £200,000 UKSPF and £400,000 REPF funding being made available, Cumbria Business 
Growth Hub is again able to offer both business advice and grant funding to small/micro and 
medium sized businesses. 

Capital grants are available for:   

• Equipment/improvements to productivity. 
• Works to improve business premises. 
• Improvements to tourism heritage assets. 
• Support for farm diversification projects. 

Revenue funding will provide vouchers to secure specialist consultants of your choice and the 
business adviser team will be available for one-to-one support alongside a range of workshops and 
programmes aimed at business survival. Working with the Farmers Network additional workshops 
will also be available to agricultural businesses.   

Contact info@cumbriagrowthhub.co.uk for more information. 

Through a further £200,000 revenue funding, Enterprising Cumbria is able to expand their 
Accelerator programme across Cumberland to offer: 

• Free tailored business support for start-ups and existing businesses. 
• Intensive one to one innovation support to help businesses with real growth potential. 
• Pre-Start activity to assist individuals looking at starting their own business with potential 

financial support to help towards their business launch. 

Contact lucy.johnson@enterprisingcumbria.org.uk for more information. 
ENDS  

The grant programmes and business support announced in this release are funded by the UK 
government through the UK Shared Prosperity Fund.’  UK Shared Prosperity Fund webpage and 
Rural England Prosperity Funding (REPF) 

The UK Shared Prosperity Fund (UKSPF) proactively supports delivery of the UK-government’s 
five national missions: pushing power out to communities everywhere, with a specific focus to help 
kickstart economic growth and promoting opportunities in all parts of the UK. 

For more information, visit https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-shared-prosperity-fund-
prospectus 

The Government confirmed the extension of UK Shared Prosperity Fund (UKSPF) for 2025-26 to 
provide a transition year ahead of wider local growth funding reforms.  Cumberland Council’s 
allocation for 2025-26 is £3,463,047 (combining £639,388 capital funding and £2,823,659 revenue 
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funding) to spend on projects and programmes aimed at levelling up and overcoming geographical 
inequalities. 

Cumberland Council was allocated £755,827 of Rural England Prosperity Fund (REPF) for 2025-
26. 

Further information regarding the remaining funding will be announced in due course. 

For further information, please contact sarah.irving@cumberland.gov.uk 
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